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CITIZENS, EQUALITY, RIGHTS AND VALUES PROGRAMME   
2021- 2027 
 

1. CHALLENGES  
The EU promotes peace and the well-being of its people. It is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, 
democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities. To 
live up to its vocation, the EU needs to remember and learn from its history and to involve people in strengthening democratic 
societies.   

Yet emerging movements challenge the idea of open, inclusive, cohesive and democratic societies and threaten the 
enjoyment of rights and civic participation. In particular:  

• Inequalities and discrimination on the grounds of sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age or 
sexual orientation still exist. Violence is still a reality in the daily lives of many women, children and other persons at 
risk.  

• The rights stemming from EU citizenship—free movement and electoral rights—are still not fully implemented, thus 
hindering citizens’ political and societal participation.  

• Covid-19 crisis and economic consequences, rising inequalities, and new or persisting challenges (e.g. migration) 
have led some to question the EU’s fundamental rights and values, including the rule of law, access to justice, space 
for civil society, and the independence of the judiciary.  

These challenges are common to all Member States and have cross-border dimensions. While action at national level is 
important, individual Member States do not have sufficient leverage to tackle these challenges on their own. Therefore, 
concerted efforts at EU level are required. 

2. OBJECTIVES  
CERV seeks to protect and promote rights and values as enshrined in the EU Treaties and in the EU Charter of Fundamental 
Rights in order to sustain open, rights-based, democratic, equal and inclusive societies based on the rule of law.  

The programme supports civil society organisations active at local, regional, national and transnational level in promoting 
Union values and rights, thereby also strengthening the respect for the rule of law and contributing to the construction of a 
more democratic Union. It raises awareness of values and rights, such as equality and non-discrimination, the rights of 
the child, data protection, EU citizenship rights. It contributes to advance gender and non-discrimination 
mainstreaming. It contributes to preventing and combating gender-based violence against women as well as all forms of 
violence against children and other group at risk. It supports citizens’ participation in the EU democratic life and raise 
awareness of the common European history.  
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3. BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT 
The CERV programme has a total budget of around € 1.55 billion for the period 2021-2027. 

The programme will be implemented through direct management by the Commission (DG JUST, and DG EMPL for disability 
policies). The Commission delegates powers to implement actions in the Citizens’ engagement and participation strand and the 
Union values strand to the European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). 

4. FUNDED ACTIVITIES 
The programme supports a broad range of organisations the main one being civil society organisations active at local, regional, 
national and transnational level but also European networks, public authorities including equality and human rights bodies, 
national, regional and local authorities, academia/research institutes, think tanks and all stakeholders active in the promotion 
of Union values and rights. 

The projects supported include training, capacity building and exchanges of good practices between Member States 
authorities and bodies, town-twinning, supporting grass-roots organisations and civil society, raising people awareness 
about their rights and the benefits that EU policies will bring about in their daily lives, supporting the development of 
knowledge-based EU policies and legislation through surveys, studies, and analyses. The programme also supports the 
development of the capacity of key EU level networks (notably EQUINET, the EU network of equality bodies). 

5. COMPLEMENTARITIES & SYNERGIES WITH OTHER POLICIES  
The CERV programme has policy synergies with the Single Market programme as this latter will provide support to citizens and 
consumer in the internal market, thereby contributing to enhance their rights and empower them and complementing the actions 
that will be funded by the CERV programme. Synergies will be strengthened with the European Social Fund+ in particular to 
promote gender equality and equal opportunities for under-represented groups such as the Roma, and to promote social justice, 
EU values and the respect of fundamental rights. Synergies with the Erasmus+ programme can be strengthened, given that 
Erasmus+ also supports disadvantaged groups — such as youngsters with disabilities — gain better access to education, it 
supports actions that aim to achieve stronger social inclusion and it aims to promote common values through education. 
Synergies with Creative Europe will be maintained and reinforced, in particular as regards cultural heritage and cultural diversity. 
The promotion of values and rights within the EU is mirrored by their promotion at the global level, including through the linkages 
of the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals. In this respect, there will be synergies with the external action at 
multilateral level and with enlargement policies. The CERV programme will help to address the different challenges that are 
undermining social cohesion in the EU. This programme will support activities to combat and prevent racism, xenophobia, hate 
speech and violent extremism, thus also contributing to the fight against radicalisation and terrorism more broadly. By 
promoting and protecting the rights of the child in vulnerable situations (including migration), preventing violence against women 
and children and supporting actions combating discrimination, this programme also contributes to priorities and objectives related 
to the better management of migration, the promotion of inclusion and addressing trafficking in human beings. 

6. HOW TO APPLY AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
For funding opportunities visit CERV programme in the Funding & tender opportunities portal and in DG JUST funding 
programme webpage. 
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